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AN INTERNATIONAL LAW READING OF ANIMAL POUND

Building on the Author’s previous works on law and pop culture, this article reads
Tom King and Peter Gross’s Animal Pound through the lens of international law. Graphic
novels can serve as tools for legal reflection and teaching, making complex questions
accessible beyond specialist audiences without sacrificing analytical rigour. The animals’
revolution provides a narrative setting in which to examine territory, effective authority,
sovereignty and self-determination. Their contested memory, elections and new rules show
how liberation can give way to exclusion and authoritarian power. The article uses this story
to explore the distinction between rule by law and the rule of law, and the tension between
effectiveness and legitimacy.
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