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CALL THEM, IF YOU LIKE, EMOTION RECOGNITION SYSTEMS: REFLECTIONS ON
THE REGULATORY FRAMEWORK ESTABLISHED BY REGULATION (EU) 2024 /1689

This article examines the regulatory framework applicable to emotion recognition
systems under the Al Act, analysing how their legal treatment evolved from the European
Commission’s initial proposal to the final text adopted by the EU legislature. After providing
an overview of the concept of emotion recognition and its main applications—drawing also
on EU-funded research projects—the article focuses on the classification of these systems
within the AT Act’s risk-based approach. Particular attention is devoted to two critical areas:
data protection and the prohibition of certain practices.
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