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ROBOT JUDGE AND HUMAN DIGNITY: ERROR 404 

 
This article critically assesses the possibility of entrusting adjudication to a robot-judge, 

framing it as a development that risks undermining the very conditions of human dignity 
within judicial proceedings. The analysis begins by reconsidering the notion of dignity as a 
relational practice: the encounter between the “dignified” and the “dignifier.” From this 
perspective, theories that reduce dignity to a codified status are revealed to be axiologically 
and normatively insufficient, since they overlook its surplus of meaning beyond institutional 
formalization. Judicial practice is not exhausted by the formal application of rules but 
requires the acknowledgment of the parties’ subjectivity. It is precisely this dialogical space 
that constitutes the normative core of dignity. AI, however, operate exclusively on the plane 
of syntactic computation and probabilistic correlation. Thus, by reducing personal narratives 
to fungible data, a robot-judge would negate the relational recognition upon which dignity 
depends. 


