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SOVEREIGN EQUALITY, NON-INTERFERENCE AND “INFORMATION SECURITY”: THE
NEW UN CYBERCRIME CONVENTION AS A MIRROR OF THE SINO-RUSSIAN STANCE
ON INTERNATIONAL LAW

This article argues that the UN Cybercrime Convention, recently adopted by the UN
General Assembly, together with the prominent role of Russia, China and other like-minded
States in its drafting, reflects a State-centred vision of cyberspace governance consistent with
the broader understanding of international law articulated in Sino-Russian practice. Notably,
it demonstrates that their conception of sovereignty as the cornerstone of international law,
along with its corollaries of sovereign equality, non-interference, and the primacy of State
interests over individual rights, first shaped the Sino-Russian approach to international
cybersecurity and later found expression in the drafting of the UN Cybercrime Convention.
To this end, each section analyses one of these corollaries of sovereignty, tracing its
articulation in Sino-Russian practice, its influence within UN fora on cybersecurity and
cybercrime, and its reflection in the UN Convention’s provisions.
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