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THE COURT OF JUSTICE: JUDGE OF THE EUROPEAN
CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM AND OF THE VALUES RECOGNIZED THEREIN?

Some scholars have recently maintained that a “process of constitutionalization” has
occurred. Because of this process, characterized by the centrality of the rights of
individuals, the Court of Justice would be seen as judge of the European constitutional
system and of the values recognized therein. In the light of such process, one must take
into account that some judges of Member States are introducing references for a
preliminary ruling before the Court of Justice so that judgments delivered by their national
supreme courts are set aside; this fact is considered as a democratization of national judicial
systems. The author wonders whether such a phenomenon contributes enhancing
democracy in the European Union.
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