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EXECUTION OF JUDGMENTS OF THE EUROPEAN COURT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE SPANISH LEGAL SYSTEM 

 
 

The international judgments of the European Court of Human Rights are declaratory 
judgments. They are final and the execution will be supervised by the Committee of 
Ministers, in accordance with the European Convention on Human Rights. Of course, 
States Parties have the obligation to respect and execute them. However, it is not always 
easy because there may be legal circumstances that impede the execution. Spain, like any 
other State Party has had these difficulties but has recently proceeded to modify laws to 
facilitate the execution of ECtHR judgments when the origin of the violation of the 
Convention is a final judgment of the Spanish judicial system. 

The difficulties and the new Spanish rules to overcome these difficulties are analyzed, 
although some problems remain and require solutions. 

	
  


