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SEARCH AND RESCUE OF MIGRANTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
SEA BETWEEN PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY AND PRIVATE ENGAGEMENT:
AN INTERNATIONAL AND EU LAW PERSPECTIVE

The paper provides a critical reappraisal of the international and EU legal framework
for search and rescue operations in the light of the current mass migration by sea. Besides
the most debated topics, like the concept of ‘place of safety’, the problem of
disembarkation, the obligations of the coastal State responsible for the SAR region, the
paper try to answer two main questions: whether SAR operations affect the application of
the Dublin IIT Regulation and to what extent Flag States are responsible for search and
rescue activities conducted by NGO ships.
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